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Happy
Earth
Week!
Green Roof Technology Partners With Anacostia
Watershed Society

Green Roof Technology has recently become proud partners with the
Anacostia Watershed Society. Through our partnership we hope to
achieve a common goal to increase green spaces and to protect our
Anacostia River watershed which runs through our nation’s capital.

First Steps to Planning a Green Roof

There are many things to know before starting the planning process
of a green roof. Take a look at this checklist to see if you are ready to
implement a green roof on to your building!

Extensive verses Intensive - Which Would You Choose?
Brush up on your green roof plant
knowledge with a new plant every
month! Only on our Green Roof
Plant Blog!

A lot of thought goes into the design process when starting a green roof
project. One of the biggest questions involves the type of green roof
you want; extensive or intensive? This decision will dictate everything
that will need to happen for your green roof to become a success.
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Green Roof Technology Partners with
the Anacostia Watershed Society
Green Roof Technology has recently partnered with the Anacostia Watershed
Society; an organization dedicated to keeping the Anacostia River clean and
healthy. Through our partnership we hope to achieve a common goal to increase
green spaces and to protect our Anacostia River watershed which runs through
our nation’s capital and into Maryland. Since 1989, the Anacostia Watershed
Society has been the first organization dedicated to protecting the Anacostia River.
The Anacostia Watershed Society had recently put forth a Green Roof Rebate Program,
aimed to encourage residents and building owners to reduce their stormwater runoff
on-site and decrease the burden on the District’s Combined Sewer Overflow. Available
for residential, commercial and institutional properties, this rebate program will
reimburse you with $5 per square foot of green space implemented on the property.For
most commercial green roofs, that rebate can reduce your overall costs dramatically.
Anyone interested in this Green Roof Rebate are encouraged to contact us to see if they
are eligible. Feel free to check out the Anacostia Watershed Society homepage here.
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First Steps
to Planning a
Green Roof
Happy Earth Week! Hopefully
everyone has taken some time out
of their busy lives to lend a hand
to our beautiful planet we inhabit.
Whether it is picking up some litter,
planting a tree or deciding to go all
out and look into acquiring a green
roof! Here are a few things you
should have a good idea of before
you leap into the planning process.

1.

How sturdy is your roof?

Adding growing media and plants to your rooftop adds weight to your structure. Make sure
your roof can handle some extra weight first. Find out the materials and structure of your 		
building.

2. Is your roof sloped?

A slight slope is perfectly fine, but anything steeper than 15 degrees, the roof might become
a slide for the plants without additional constructive design.

3. How much are you willing to spend?

Implementing a green roof is an investment for the future. Simple extensive vegetated
roofs usually cost around $10-$15 a square foot (pre-grown planter boxes or modular 		
systems are more expensive). Many local programs will help pay for green infrastructure, 		
based on the environmental benefits.

4. What type of green roof are you looking for?

A simple meadow-like area, not accessible and mainly for the environmental benefits 		
(extensive) or an intensive roof, complete with recreational room and the potential for larger
plants such as trees.

5. How are the sunlight conditions?

The majority of green roof plants enjoy direct sunlight to flourish. If the building is situated in
a heavily shade area, the green roof plant selection becomes limited.

6. Do you want an integrated solar green roof?
The Sun-Root™ System is the newest of technologies, a fully integrated system and an
ideal symbiosis of PV panels and an extensive green roof. It is easy to install and will not
penetrate the roof. The entire system has the potential to pay back within 5 years and also
meets stormwater requirements in all cities of North America.
Do your homework first before deciding on a green roof, our website is a great starting
point to increase your green roof knowledge. If you’re interested in a green roof or have any
questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us, we would be happy to help you get started today!
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Extensive verses Intensive: Which Would You Choose?
A lot of thought goes into the design process when starting a green roof project. One of
the biggest questions involves the type of green roof you want; extensive or intensive? This
decision will dictate everything that will need to happen for your green roof to become a
success. Let us take a quick look at the differences between intensive and extensive green roofs.

Extensive green roofs are
considered
the
simpler
version because the roof
structure is usually equipped
to withstand the little bit
of extra weight. With only a
maximum of 6” of growing
media and mostly ground
cover covering plants, and
extensive roof is certainly of
a lower profile. The plants
consist mainly of sedums
and other succulents, herbs,
grasses, mosses and lowgrowing
perennials.
An
extensive roof is mainly for
environmental benefits and
and occasionally accessible to the public. Extensive green roofs can be excellent combined with Solar
panels what increases the environmental benefits and increases return of investment substantially.

Intensive green roofs on the
other hand can become quite
extravagant. The roof must be
very sturdy in order to hold
foot traffic, deeper growing
media and larger plants. The
plants found on an intensive
green roof range from shrubs
and perennials to larger trees.
Accents such as ponds and
recreational spaces are a
possibility. An intensive green
roof is a busy and more expensive
system with more potential for
greater designs and biodiversity.
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